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FORWARD

Although curriculum guides for the retarded are no longer the scarce commodity
they were ten years ago, this publication is, to my knowledge, the first directed
to the educational! noeds of the preschos! institutionalized retarded child, As

. such, it is a pioncering effort,

Unlike many pioneering efforts in the field of mental retardation, tiils curriculum
. guide is based upon a philosophical framework so that the designers were able to
‘move from a known set of objectives in their development of suggested classroom
activities. Thus, the guide may be useful to others besides those who developed
it. Any one familiar with retarded children can pick up this pubiication and
‘quickly discern whether he is in agreement with the author's theoretical frame-
work, If he finds himself in agreement, then the suggested activities should be
usefui and stimulate the reader to develop others, If not, he will be able to
clarify his own thinking by deciding why he disagrees,

This quide is a positive example of a relatively recent change in our approach to
educating retarded children. It claarly indicetes that ail children, not just
the toilet trained or those able to walk to the school, have a right to a train-
ing program designed to meet their own particular needs.

James L, Olson, Ed.D.

Associate Professor

Department of Exceptional Education
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee
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introduction

’ Special c¢iasges for both the trainable and educable meintally retarded child in

institutions and pubiic school systems have generally set the lower age limits
for trainable children at C.A. 7 years and M.A, 3 years; for the educable
children at C.A. 7 years and M.A, 3.5 years. Recent studies by Kirk and
Abramovitz, Cade and Hull, have gencraily pointed to the need for pre=-school
programs for the retarded as well as the normajl child. These needs are conside
2red even greater for the child in a residential schocol., He is a deprived child
= deprived of normal home; family, 2nd community environment., He is denied the
cpportunity to receive the typs of stimulation that encourages proper growth and

. development,

The institutionalized retarded child often must wait for school programming in
activities and training until he has met a long list of criteria that tend to
exclude him from active participation long after readiness for such program has
been reached,

The child committed to an institution generally has had to wait for education

and training programs unt:! he has reached a chronological age of six to eight
years. Thus, three to five years are spent in cottage and ward living in overe
crowded conditions, Persistent life situations revolve around meeting basic needs
with a minimum of privacy, among other handicapped or more handicapped persons,
Cottage personnel are hard-pressed to do much beyond those tasks which mest only
the most basic biolagics! needs of the patients, As a result, the children living
in institutions often become more impaired. It was with this fact in mind that
S?ﬁihzfa Wisconsin Colony initiated classes for pre=schoo! children in the Fall

of 1963.

The objective of the pre-schooi program is to provide more stimulating and appro-
priate environnent for young retarded children not eligible for enroliment in
trainable or educable classes because of imnaturity, inadequate social adjustment,
and lack of readiness for school programs, This stimulating and appropriate
environmeni might more easily be understood as being the types of activities &
mother weuid provide the child in the home,

The program recognizes that everyday concerns of young retarded children are
important, and that because of the inter-relationship of physical, mental,
emotional, and sccial development, growth takes place simultaneousiy in each area.
Thus, the experiences offered center around the immediate situations encountered
by the children in their daily 1iving and provides opportunities for young re-
tarded children to:

1. induige their curiosity, imagination, and fantasy,
and develop the means to express ideas and feelings;

2, compete with each other in comfortable but stimula~
ting conditions, and compete with self on their
own terms;

3. to be recognized and receive attention as an
individual having & name, likes, Jdislikes, and
entitled to a 'place in the sun' and to have an
opportunity to experience situations involving

©

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




,\~

\
~

Ly

people and things that will broadsn their framework
of raference $o that they mav bettar meet their
evaryday concerns:

L, participate in structured experiences that foster
growth in individual cepacities and social parti=-
cipation, and inhibit undesirsble habits.

.To provide the sbove opportunities for the pre-school child, experiences to be

of fered have been developed in four major areas. These areas ara: Seif-care;
Body Usage; Basic Kiowledge; and Self-expression.

‘The experiences presented and the teaching suggestions in the body of thic cu-i-

culim are not meant to be all inclusive. Some suggested activity will cue the
tescher to additional areas of activity. Knowledge of child growth and deveiop-
ment, developmental readiness, and individual differences will suggest to &'
tescher the depth of presentation and the sequence of sctivity, iHotivatior .d
creativity on the part of both child and teacher will provide scope to the se-
qusnce of experiences suggested. -

In an effort to acquaint the reader with the pre«school child at Souther: Wisconsin
Colony, a 20% random sampling of the children enrolled was taken. The results are
percentages of the sample: '

75% are ambulatory;

65% are able to feed themselves;
20% are abte to drass themselves;
35% are totally toilet trained;
25% are epileptic;

45% are considered & bLehevior problem;
10% use speech for communication;
L5% receive daily medication;

20% =2rc ciassified as Profound;
70% are classifiad as Severe;
10% sre classified as Moderate.
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